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PRESIDENTôS CORNER 

Ann Earley 

 

     Our 89
th
 annual spring banquet held on May 6 

at Eden Seminary Commons provided a festive 

conclusion to the WGNSS program year.  The 

WGNSS scholarship recipients were recognized, 

and the Lifetime Achievement Award was 

presented to Jim Adams and to Carl Darigo.  Our 

keynote banquet speaker, Guy Sternberg of 

Starhill Forest Arboretum in Petersburg, Illinois, 

gave us a new appreciation of the oak trees of 

various climes in his presentation ñThe World of 

Oaks.ò   

     As always, the banquet could not happen 

without the assistance of many WGNSS 

members and friends.  Many thanks to Second 

Vice President Jane Deschu, who coordinated the 

banquet arrangements.  Thank you to the 

following members who helped in various ways 

to make the evening special: 

Dennis Bozzay; Paul Brockland; Nels Holmberg; 

Anne McCormack; Michael Olson; Malinda 

Slagle; Father James Sullivan; Rich Thoma; 

George Van Brunt; George Yatskievych; and Jim 

Ziebol, who donated four pieces of his original 

artwork to honor our two Lifetime Achievement 

Award recipients, as well as Anne McCormack 

and Jack Harris, for their service to WGNSS. 

     At the April general membership meeting, 

Layne Van Brunt was re-elected as Society 

Secretary, and she was recognized at the banquet 

for her service. We continue to seek a 

volunteer to serve as WGNSS Treasurer, 

succeeding Mike Olson. Many thanks to Mike 

for his service to WGNSS and for his patience 

until a successor can be found.  If you are 

interested in helping WGNSS with the Treasurer 

duties, please contact me or Mike.   

     We were very fortunate to have Malinda 

Slagle volunteer in late 2008 to succeed Jim 

Adams as WGNSS newsletter editor, and we 

appreciate Malindaôs good work on the 

newsletter during 2009.  Unfortunately, due to a 

family job re-location, Malinda will be leaving 

the St. Louis area for Texas later this summer.  

As a result, we are now looking for a 

newsletter editor to succeed Malinda as soon as 

possible. If you are interested in being editor of 

Nature Notes, please contact me or Malinda. 

     As summer approaches, Nature Notes and our 

monthly program meetings will be taking a break 

until fall.  Before you leave on summer vacation, 

please remember to renew your WGNSS 

membership for the coming year.   

     And if you have any program ideas (topics or 

speakers) you would like to recommend for our 

fall schedule, please provide those to Shawn 

Clubb.  Thank you for your support of WGNSS, 

and enjoy your summer! 

 

TRIBUTE TO WGNSS LIFETIME 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT 

CARL DARI GO 

Ann Earley, with comments from Father James 

Sullivan and Nels Holmberg 

 

     In browsing through those great annual 

summaries of each issue of Nature Notes which 

Jim Adams prepared, I stopped to more closely 

peruse the year 1991.  In the fall of that year, 

among other items of interest, Nature Notes 

featured a report on September birding in the St. 

Louis area written by Rose Ann Bodman, noted 
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that Mary Wiese presented the November 

program on ñTravels in Namibia and Botswana,ò 

and also included a write-up by a certain botany 

reporter about an annual botany field trip to the 

West Plains, Missouri area.  In the February 

1992 issue, this same botany reporter wrote that 

at the Botany Groupôs annual Christmas 

luncheon, no one scored 100% on Betty 

Nellumsô quiz to identify ten winter birds.  (Who 

says there is no investigative reporting in Nature 

Notes?)  From then on, through the years, he 

reported on the doings of the Botany Group and 

its travels through the seasons and also wrote 

book reviews and other articles.  This botany 

reporter is, of course, Carl Darigo.  In addition to 

all this, he also edited Nature Notes in Anne 

McCormackôs absence.  Carl has been a WGNSS 

member for more than 40 years.  One WGNSS 

member described Carl in this wayðñHeôs one 

of those folks that keep things running, without 

ever being in the spotlight.ò  To shine some more 

light on Carl we heard more about him from two 

of his fellow botanists, Nels Holmberg, and 

Father Sullivan, himself a WGNSS Lifetime 

Achievement Award recipient.  <At this point, 

Father Sullivan and Nels shared their comments 

about Carl.> 

     Carl, your generosity with your time and 

talent in serving WGNSS, and your dedication to 

botany and the natural world personify the finest 

qualities of WGNSS and its members.  Your 

many contributions to WGNSS have educated, 

informed and enlightened us.   

 

TRIBUTE TO WGNSS LIFETIME 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT JIM 

ADAMS 
Ann Earley, with comments from Paul 

Brockland and Rich Thoma 

 

Jim Adams has been a WGNSS member for 

more than 30 years and became very active with 

the Society in 2002.  He initially joined the 

WGNSS Board to serve as Secretary, then 

became Newsletter Editor in 2005.  He has also 

served as Historian during his time on the 

WGNSS Board, instigating the WGNSS 

Heritage Night in 2003, contributing many 

articles to Nature Notes about WGNSS history, 

and cataloging and indexing all issues of Nature 

Notes and overseeing their placement in the 

Missouri Botanical Gardenôs reference library.  

If this all sounds like a whirlwind of activity, that 

accurately describes Jimôs involvement with 

WGNSS.  To continue our tribute to Jim, we 

heard from two of Jimôs fellow Board members 

and friends, Paul Brockland and Rich Thoma.  

<At this point, Paul and Rich shared their 

comments about Jim.> 

     Jim, your volunteer spirit, motivation, and 

energetic attitude are an inspiration to us all.  

WGNSS has greatly benefited from your many 

contributions.   

 

MARCH  BOTANY  REPORT 

Compiled by George van Brunt 

 

March 2, 2009 Botany Field Trip    

Contributed by Wayne Clark 

     On a cold winter day nine botanists (Fr Jim 

Sullivan, George Van Brunt, John Oliver, 

Jeannie Moe, Jack Harris, Pat Harris, Wayne 

Clark, Nancy Clark, Michelle Lee) seeking more 

temperate and tropical climates descended on the 

Missouri Botanical Garden.  The first stop was 

the Orchid Show. Paphiopedilum ïthe Asian 

Lady's-Slipper Orchid, a genus of approximately 

70 species, had many specimens in the show.  

Most of them, if not all, were hybrids.  We saw a 

scattering of non- orchid plants like Nepenthes 

sp., a carnivorous plant, and a óBird-of-Paradiseô 

with an orange and purple blossom.  The display 

was very beautiful.  After the orchids reach their 

peak they are replaced with fresh plants at a rate 

of about 30 per day. 

     The next stop was the Linnean House.  The 

camellias were at their peak two weeks earlier, 

but the Camellia japonica 'Professor Charles S. 

Sargent' was in full bloom.  Other plants there 

are the Dicksonia antarctica (Tasmanian tree 

fern), Ilex vomitoria (yaupon holly 'Stokes'), 

Selaginella kraussiana (trailing selaginella 

'Aurea'), and Nephrolepis exaltata (Boston fern 

'Dallasii').  Viola hederacea (Australian violet), 

in bloom, has leaves that resemble those of 

Glechoma. 

     Next we went to the tropical climate of the 

Climatron where about 1500 species are housed.  

The first shrub we encountered that was in 

bloom was Brunfelsia nitida.  It belongs to a 

genus where the flowers open lavender and 

change to white with age.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis 
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(Chinese hibiscus) was in glorious bloom.  

Further along the path we came to one of this 

writers favorite spots, the cycad grove.  Cycads 

are plants that resemble palms, but are not 

related to palms, or anything else.  They have a 

lineage of 300 million years.  Cycad 

morphology: The stems are either arborescent or 

subterranean.  The arborescent stems are topped 

by a crown of pinnately divided leaves.  The 

stems often reach heights of 5 -10m (16 - 33 ft).  

The subterranean stems have crowns at ground 

level.  Cycads are dioecious, i.e., individual 

plants are either male or female.  Several months 

ago the Encephalartos ferox (holly-leaved cycad) 

grew two female cones at the top of the stem.  

The longest one was 40 cm (16 inches) long.  

They were bright orange and smooth.  A couple 

of weeks later they became lumpy and resembled 

a pinecone.  The cones are composed of highly 

modified leaves called sporophylls.  The color of 

the cones darkened to a reddish orange as they 

aged.  At maturity they started falling apart from 

the tip to the base over a period of several weeks.  

The leaf-like sporophylls were easily visible.  A 

tropical American shrub, Calliandra 

haematocephala (red powderpuff) was in bloom. 

It was aptly named.  Another shrub in bloom was 

Brugmansia rosea (datura tree) with 46cm (18 

inch) long trumpet shaped blossoms.  The 

blossoms of both shrubs were gone by 2-3 weeks 

later.  The Pandanus copelandii (screw pine) tree 

from the Philippines is always fascinating. 

     Leaving the Climatron we went through the 

adjoining Temperate House.  Since it was getting 

close to lunch time we didnôt spend much time 

there.  One planting group that attracted attention 

was the African daisy Osteospermum 

óBalserwibliô (Serenity White Bliss). 

 

Photos: Encephalartos ferox female cones in the 

Climatron. Almost mature cones and mature 

cone falling apart showing the sporophylls. 

Photos by Nancy Clark 

 
 

March 9, 2009 Botany Field Trip   Contributed 

by Nels Holmberg 

     The traditional first native wildflower of 

spring was celebrated by 12 hikers at 

Robertsville State Park.  Harbinger of spring 

(Erigenia bulbosa) was found in great abundance 

and enjoyed around the parking lot, in the picnic 

area and in the woods.  This little member of the 

carrot family grows from a supposedly edible 

tuber, but no one could bear to dig one up to 

taste.  We did admire their bright reddish purple 

anthers which turn almost black after pollen 

release.  

     Three other small plants were found in 

bloom, two in a bank of Hypnum moss along the 

park road: short-pod whitlow grass (Draba 

brachycarpa) and least bluets (Hedyotis 
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crassifolia), and one in the Roberts family 

cemetery: Shepherdôs purse (Capsella bursa-

pastoris).  Two trees were also noted in flower: 

silver maple (Acer saccharinum) and American 

elm (Ulmus americana).  The whitlow grass and 

the Shepherdôs purse are both members of the 

mustard (Brassicaceae) family, which has many 

early flowering species.  Many species in this 

family spread widely in disturbed areas, as 56 of 

the 85 species listed in George Yatskievychôs 

Flora of Missouri are not native to Missouri. 

     Two lichens found and taken to MOBOT for 

identification by Carl Darigo were Parmotrema 

hypotropum (parmotrema lichen), with black 

cilia hairs, and Rimellia reticulata. 

     The group had first assembled around 

WGNSS 2
nd

 vice-president Jane Deschu who 

solicited the groupôs advice on the menu for the 

May 6 WGNSS banquet.  The group was of no 

help as every choice sounded great.  Next Jane 

passed around her show-and-tell exhibit: an 

emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis).  Janeôs 

son, a forester, had the unfortunate honor of 

being the first person to find one in Missouri. 

 

March 16, 2009 Botany Field Trip    

Contributed by Jeannie A. Moe 

     On a beautiful spring day ten botanists 

participated in a walk down the Moonerôs 

Hollow Trail at St. Francois State Park.  

Perfoliate penny cress (Microthlaspi 

perfoliatum) was blooming in the grass by the 

parking lot.  Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) was 

blooming by the stream on the edge of the 

parking lot.  The liverwort (Anemone acutiloba) 

was blooming in abundance in the rocks along 

the trail.  Other plants in bloom included: 

American elm (Ulmus americana), hazelnut 

(Corylus americana), spring beauty (Claytonia 

virginica), bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), 

aromatic sumac (Rhus aromatica), toothwort 

(Cardamine concatenata), a paw paw (Asimina 

triloba) had flower buds that werenôt quite open.  

A trillium had an unopened flower bud and it 

was impossible to decide if it was Trillium 

sessile or T. recurvatum.  Fruits included wild 

yam (Dioscorea quaternata), wild senna (Senna 

marilandica), tall bell flower (Campanula 

Americana), and hydrangea (Hydrangea 

arborescens).  Winter rosettes included leaf cup 

(Polymnia canadensis), celandine poppy 

(Stylophorum diphyllum), lousewort (Pedicularis 

Canadensis), smooth rock cress (Packera 

laevigata), and columbine (Aquilegia 

Canadensis).  Tree species included musclewood 

(Carpinus caroliniana), and hop hornbeam 

(Ostrya virginiana).  In the creek was watercress 

(Nasturtium officinale).  Ferns included 

Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoides), 

cliff  brake fern (Pellaea glabella), maidenhair 

fern (Adiantum pedatum), ebony spleenwort 

(Asplenium platyneuron), and walking fern 

(Asplenium rhizophyllum). 

     On the glade on the Moonerôs Hollow Trail, 

there were winter fruits of glade coneflower 

(Echinacea simulata) and glade onion (Allium 

stellatum).  Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) 

trees had flower buds waiting for spring to 

progress so they could open.  Grasses on the 

glade included big bluestem  (Andropogon 

gerardii)  and Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium 

scoparium).  Trees included shumard oak 

(Quercus shumardii) and eastern red cedar 

(Juniperus virginiana). 

     Snail shells found on the walk included 

oakwood liptooth (Daedalochila dorfeuilliana), 

toothed globe (Mesodon zaletus), flamed tiger 

snail (Anguispira alternate), brittle button 

(Mesomphix friabilis), and gray-foot lancetooth 

(Haplotrema concavum).  The gray-foot 

lancetooth is a carnivorous snail that preys on 

other snails.  The flamed tiger snail was a county 

record for St. Francois County.  Birds on the 

walk included Tufted Tit-mouse, Robin and Red-

shouldered Hawk.  The only butterfly seen was a 

Spring Azure. 

Below is a photo of hepatica (Anemonella 

acutiloba) 

 


