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ABSTRACT: Three species of the genus Purpuricenus Dejean (Coleoptera:
Cerambyeidac) are known to occur in Maryland; P axillaris Haldeman 1847, P,
fuwmeralis (Fabricius 1798), and P. paraciffaris MacRae 2000, Comparisons,
color photographs and a key to species are provided to aid in their identification,
and comments are made on their distribution, host plants, and seasonal
oceurrence in Maryland,

INTRODUCTION

Cerambyeid beetles of the genus Prrpuricenus are among the more attractive
members of the family in North America. Their large size and vivid red or
orange elytral markings make them favorites among collectors. Three species in
the genus are found in the eastern United States: P, axiflaris Haldeman 1847, 7
humeralis (Fabricius 1798), and F. paraxiflaris MacRae 20000 Adulis of all
three species are strongly attracted to fermenting baits {e.g. Champlain and
Knull 1932}, the use of which has resulted in the accumulation of large series of
specimens from several states. 11 was this accumulation of material that
eventually allowed the recognition of two species among material to which the
name P axillaris had previously been assigned {MacRae 2000). Examination of
type material was needed in order to clarify which of the two species the
existing name should be applied to and which should be described as a new
species, named & paravillaris. All three of the species occurring in eastern
North America have been recorded from Maryvland, with most of the Marvland
records representing specimens collected by Tohn 1. Glaser with the use of
fermenting bait traps. This paper summarizes the recorded occurrence of
Purpuricenus species in Marvland and provides comments on their diagnosis, a
key to the adults, and eolor photographs of the adults and key characters of cach
species 1o aid in their identification.




September 2009 The Marvland Entomologist Volurme 5, Number 1

Key to Adults of Purpuricenns Species Known to Oceur in Maryland
(Adapted from MacRae 2000}

I Posterior margin of basal elviral markings distinetly obligue; apical dark area extending
forward along swure and reaching scutellum s e P fameralis (Fabricius)
1" Pasterior margin of basal elytral markings more or less ransverse, apical dark area nal

extending forward along suture W scutellum

21" Discal calluses of Promotum w cak, median callus without '|'|n:l]i.‘i]n.'d apical ling; lateral
pronatal wbereles small, angles obluse; basal elviral punctation relatively finer and
sparser; elytral apices subtruncate, angles not distinctly dentate; basal elviral markings

vellow to prange............. sy et e g v Poaxiliaris Helderman
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Ihiscal calluses of pranotum distinet. median callus prominent and with polished apical
line: lateral pronotal tebercles well developed, angles acute: hasal punctation of elvira
relatively coarser and denser, elyvical apices emarginate, angles disinetly dentaie; basal
elviral markings orange to red-orange. £ paraciliarns MacRac

Purpuricenus fuimeralis (Fabricius)

Diagnosis: Purpuricenus umeralis (Figure 1) may be immediately recognized
by the triangular red markings covering the humeral region of the elytra. The
markings may extend inwards along the elytral hase to reach the scutellum, but
they do not surround the scutellum as is the case with P axillaris and P,
paraxillaris. The basal elytral markings are usually dark red but may be red-
orange. The punctation of the pronotum is coarsely, contiguously punctate,
much coarser than in P avilfaris and P paravilfaris, and that of the basal arcas
of the elytra is also coarser with the punctures bearing fine, suberect hairs.
Adult size is variable, ranging from 11-20 mm (0.43-0.79 in.) in length and
averaging around 15-16 mm (0.60-0.63 in.}, with females being slightly larger
than males.

Distribution: The most broadly distributed of the three species, P humeralis has
been recorded in the northeastern United States and southeastern Canada west o
Manitoba and in the southeastern United States from South Carolina west to
Oklahoma (MacRae 2000). | have examined a total of 20 specimens from
Maryland collected at CGireen Ridge State Forest (Allegany Co.), Fort Detrick
(Frederick Co.), Mineral Spring (Garrett Co.), Beltsville, Berwyn, and College
Park (Prince Georges Co.), and “Ocean Beach™ (presumably Ocean City,
Worcester Co.),

Biology: This species is the most polyphagous of the three. and indeed of all
North American Purpuricenus. | have examined specimens reared from dead
branches of a variety of plants, including maple (Acer L.). alder {4/nus P MILL),
hickory (Carva Nutt.), redbud (Cercis L), mulberry (Morns L), oak (Quercns
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