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publication of Nature Notes, please feel free to 
contact me at ted.c.macrae@monsanto.com – 
remember, this is your newsletter! 

 Ted MacRae 

 

GO NORTH TO ALASKA WITH WGNSS 
ON OCTOBER 7! 

Visit "The Last Frontier" courtesy of a special 
audiovisual presentation by WGNSS member 
Layne Van Brunt highlighting the flora, fauna, and 
natural beauty of the 49th state.  The birds and 
wildlife of Alaska's Kenai Peninsula and Glacier 
Bay National Park will be among the featured 
attractions.  The program will be held on 
Wednesday, October 7 at 7:30 pm at Powder 
Valley.  Don't miss this adventure!  Please note 
the change in date, location, and time for this 
program from our usual program schedule. 

 

TYPOCERUS DECEPTUS IN MISSOURI1 

Ted MacRae 

It has been fifteen years now since I published an 
annotated checklist of the longhorned beetles 
(families Cerambycidae and Disteniidae) of 
Missouri (MacRae 1994).  That publication (and a 
similar one on Buprestidae) was the product of 
eight years of collecting – of specimens in the field 
and of data in any other public or private 
collection I could find that contained Missouri 
specimens – during my stint as a field 
entomologist with the Missouri Department of 
Agriculture.  I collected during the week while on 
my rounds.  I collected on weekends as well.  I 
visited every college and university in the state that 
had an insect collection of any size, and a few in 
neighboring states as well.  I made the 
acquaintance of private collectors with significant 
Missouri material – most notably Richard 
Heitzman, Marlin Rice, and the late Gayle Nelson.  
By the time I left Missouri for a new position in 

                                                
1 This article first appeared July 17, 2009 on the author's 
website (http://beetlesinthebush.wordpress.com). 

Sacramento, I had documented 219 species and 
subspecies of longhorned beetles from the state – 
66 of which were new state records. 

Despite my best efforts, however, I knew the list 
was not complete – they never are.  In the years 
since returning to Missouri, I’ve documented an 
additional 10 species and subspecies in the state 
(MacRae and Rice 2007), and in a newly published 
paper (McDowell and MacRae 2009) the rare 
species, Typocerus deceptus, is documented from 
Missouri for the first time.  I cannot take credit for 
this discovery – that honor goes to the paper’s lead 
author, Tom McDowell of Carbondale, Illinois.  
Tom first encountered this species in 2005 at Trail 
of Tears State Park in southeastern Missouri near 
Cape Girardeau while conducting routine insect 
surveys.  After seeing additional individuals on a 
subsequent visit to the park the following year, 
Tom contacted me to tell me of his find and 
graciously invited me to join him on further 
studies of this rarely encountered species.  I readily 
agreed, and in July of last year I met up with Tom 
at Trail of Tears to see the beetle for myself. 

Typocerus deceptus has been recorded sporadically 
from across the eastern U.S.  Nothing is known of 
its biology other than adult flower hosts and 
activity periods, and the larva and larval host(s) 
remains completely unknown.  The species is aptly 
named, as its appearance is deceptively similar to 
the common and widespread species, T. velutinus.  
Both of these species belong to the so-called 
“flower longhorn” group (subfamily Lepturinae), 
characterized by adults that are largely diurnal 
(active during the day) and attracted to a great 
variety of flowers upon which they feed.  Tom had 
found T. deceptus feeding on flowers of wild 
hydrangea (Hydrangea arborescens) in the company of 
several other flower longhorns, including T. 

Typocerus deceptus on flower of Hydrangea arborescens. 
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velutinus.  The similarity of T. deceptus to T. velutinus 
makes distinguishing individuals amongst the 
vastly more abundant T. velutinus quite difficult.  
However, Tom was able to recognize the species 
during his surveys as a result of prior experience 
with it in Illinois.  As Tom and I searched the wild 
hydrangea plants growing along an intermittent 
drainage between the road and the park’s unique 
mesic forest, we succeeded in picking out a total of 
four individuals of this species amongst the dozens 
of T. velutinus and other lepturines also feeding on 
the flowers. 

I gradually developed a sense of the subtle 
differences that distinguish this species from T. 
velutinus and that allow its recognition in the field.  
Typocerus deceptus is slightly more robust than T. 
velutinus, and whereas the transverse yellow elytral 
bands of the latter are distinct and well delimited, 
they are weaker and often interrupted at the 
middle in T. deceptus, giving the beetle a slightly 
darker brownish appearance.  The lateral margins 
of the elytra are also more strongly emarginated 
near the apices, giving the beetle a more distinctly 
tapered appearance.  Finally, while both species 
possess a distinct band of dense, yellow 
pubescence along the basal margin of the 
pronotum, this band is interrupted at the middle in 
T. deceptus.  My ability to recognize this species in 
the field was confirmed a few weeks ago when I 
returned to Trail of Tears (with longtime field 
companion Rich Thoma) to attempt what seemed 
to be an impossible task – photograph these active 
and flighty insects in the field on their host plants.  
Conditions were brutally humid, and I only saw 
two individuals that day – the first I immediately 
captured and kept alive as a backup for studio 
photographs should I fail to achieve my goal in the 
field, but the second individual (not seen until 

almost two hours later!) posed just long enough 
for me to whip off a series of frames, two of 
which turned out well enough to share with you 
here.  The first photo clearly shows the interrupted 
basal pubescent band, and both photos show the 
distinctly emarginate lateral elytral margins and 
weak transverse yellow bands (compare to the 
uninterrupted pronotal pubescent band and well 
developed transverse elytral bands of T. velutinus in 
the third photo). 

It is possible that T. deceptus is not as rare as it 
appears and is simply overlooked due to its great 
resemblance to another much more abundant 
species.  However, I believe this is unlikely given 
its rarity in collections of eastern U.S. 
Cerambycidae by casual and expert collectors alike.  
Moreover, T. deceptus is not the only “rare” 
longhorned beetle to have been documented at 
Trail of Tears State Park – a number of other 
species have also been found there but not or only 
rarely elsewhere in Missouri (e.g., Enaphalodes 
cortiphagus, Hesperandra polita, Metacmaeops vittata, and 
Trigonarthris minnesotana).  This may be due to the 
unique, mesic forest found at Trail of Tears, being 
one of only a few sites in southeastern Missouri 

TCM with the discoverer of Typocerus deceptus in 
Missouri at Trail of Tears State Park, July 2008. 

Typocerus deceptus on flower of Hydrangea arboresens. Typocerus velutinus on flower of Hydrangea arborescens. 
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that support more typically eastern tree species 
such as American beech (Fagus grandifolia), tulip 
poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera), and cucumbertree 
(Magnolia acuminata).  Whether one of these trees 
serves as a larval host for T. deceptus is unknown.  
Nevertheless, I will be returning to Trail of Tears 
in the future to see what other treasures remain 
hidden within its unique forests. 
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MAY BIRD REPORT 

Jim Ziebol & Yvonne Homeyer  

Sightings:  Frank Holmes reported a Horned 
Grebe, Chat, and a Nighthawk at HL on 5/1.  A 
pair of yellow-crowned Night Herons and a 
Mourning Warblers were seen in FP on 5/16 
(Peter Keyel).  On 5/24, Dan Kassebaum reported 
a Tri-colored Heron at Indian Lake.  Another 
Tri-colored Heron was seen at Simpson County 
Park on 5/26 (DM).  During a heavy rainstorm at 
HL on 5/8, about 200 Pelicans, 37 Cattle Egrets, 
and a mink were seen there (JZ, PZ).  The bird of 
the month and a St. Louis area record was a 
Brown Pelican reported on 5/11 at Riverlands (B 
Rudden).  The bird remained at Riverlands until 
the end of May and was seen by many birders.  On 
5/21 on Bischoff Road, Frank Holmes 
photographed a Black-bellied Whistling Duck, the 
first documented sighting in the St. Louis area.  A 
Whimbrel and a Least Tern were found at 
Riverlands on 5/12 by Joe Eades.  On 5/17, 
Darrell Shambaugh observed 2 Whimbrels, 2 

Avocets, a Hudsonian Godwit, 6 Ruddy 
Turnstones, a Willet, a Dunlin, 2 Stilt Sandpipers, 
and about 75 terns at Riverlands.  Fifteen 
White-rumped Sandpipers were reported at 
Riverlands on 5/30 (B Rowe).  A Little Gull – a 
really good sighting for our area – was found at 
Riverlands on 5/11 (DK).  A large flock of Black 
Terns was seen at HL on 5/10 (D Becher).  Jim 
and Charlene Malone found a Least Tern, 16 
Common Terns, 2 Black Terns, 10 Caspian Terns, 
and 6 Black-bellied Plovers at Riverlands on 5/16.  
Seven Forster’s Terns and 2 Willets were reported 
at HL on 5/2 (FH, B Rudden).  Frank also saw 2 
Caspian Terns at HL on 5/4.  A Black Vulture was 
reported by a staff member at World Bird 
Sanctuary on 5/6.  Another Black Vulture was 
soaring over Kirkwood on 5/7 (Peter Connelly).  
Mississippi Kites were reported in May as follows:  
1 in Des Peres on 5/5 (Barbara Estill); 1 in Des 
Peres on 5/6 (Marjorie Richardson); 1 in Maryville, 
IL on 5/7 (FH); 1 in Kirkwood on 5/10 (AM); 
and 2 in Brentwood on 5/17 (YH).  A 
Red-shouldered Hawk was seen at a nest with two 
young, plus 2 Cerulean Warblers, 2 Acadian 
Flycatchers, and a Least Flycatcher, at LVT on 5/7 
(Boris Chevone).  Several Nighthawks were seen in 
Brentwood on 5/12 (YH) and a small flock was 
encountered at CBCA on 5/13 (Ken Thompson).   

Mike Brady found a Whip-poor-will on 5/20 and a 
Chuck-will’s-widow on 5/31, both at CSP.  On 
5/7, Charlene Malone reported a White-winged 
Dove at BKL.  Black-billed Cuckoos were seen at 
TGP on 5/11 (SM) and one at Simpson County 
Park (DM).  Alder Flycatchers were observed at 
CBCA on 5/17 (J&CM) and one at MTC on 5/22 
(JM).  The first report of an Acadian Flycatcher 
was from World Bird Sanctuary on 5/7 (PL).  
Jackie Chain found a Western Kingbird in Soulard 
on 5/18.  A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher returned to 
its Hwy. N territory near Hwy. 94 on 5/5 (John 
Hitzeman) and Dick Coles refound the bird for 
the Thursday Group on 5/7.  On 5/19, 2 males 
were seen there (JH) and on 5/22, Chris 
Hagenlocher reported a juvenile bird.  On 5/23, a 
Western Kingbird was seen in the vicinity (CM).  
Another Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was seen in the 
HL area on 5/19 (Barbara Dietrich).  Mike Thelen 
found an Olive-sided Flycatcher at Pershall Park in 
Hazelwood on 5/20.  On 5/2, a Marsh Wren was 
seen at Riverlands (CM) and on 5/9, one was 
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